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Traditional Māori performing arts ‑ Kapa Haka ‑ is a growing part of Māori culture. 
Ranging from the haka (war dance) to the more peaceful waiata ā‑ringa action 
songs, using the poi, patu or taiaha, kapa haka affirms Māori identity for those 
immersed in their cultural roots, and those who wish to return and be a part of 
these historical performances.

Kapa Haka has always been a strong spiritual and cultural part of Māori tradition. 
Kapa Haka is unique as performers sing, dance and coordinate expression and 
movement into each dance performance. Each action is deliberate and links to 
the words sung. The strong vocals accompanying the music are unlike those of 
many cultures. Beautiful harmonies and carefully executed body language 
combine to produce a clear and vibrant performance.

New Zealand Post scheduled the release of a new stamp set to commemorate 
Māori performing arts, known as Kapa Haka, for June 7, 2006. The set would 
consist of five stamps depicting various forms of those performing arts. The 
denomination of the stamps were to be 45c, 90c, $1,35, $1.50 amd $2.00, all 
gummed, with the 45c also being available in a 'Peel & Stick' format.

Chapter 1 Introduction
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Chapter 2 The Designs

The design of the $1.35 was changed from its original drawing to what 
is shown above. Refer Appendix 1, Page 43 for the original image.Page 4



Along with the five gummed stamps, the 45c stamp would also be available in a 
Peel & Stick format. The plan was to issue a Booklet of 10 stamps at $4.50 and to 
produce coil stamps for the 45c in rolls of 100, contained in a dispenser box.

The proofs show that there was also a plan to issue the 90c in a Peel & Stick 
format. This was to be as a Booklet. Refer Appendix 2, Page 45.
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Chapter 3 Proposed Formats

The 45c Coil Stamps were produced in rolls of 100 stamps. The rolls were housed 
inside a dispenser box. For Proof details of the Box, see Appendix 4, Page 51.

The proposed format for the five gummed stamps were sheets of 25 stamps per 
value. See Appendix 3, Page 46 for Sheet Layouts. 
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The $45.00 Coil Dispenser Box

The $4.50 Issued Booklet of 10 x 45c Stamps

For Proof details of the $4.50 Booklet and the proposed $9.00 Booklet, 
refer Appendix 5, Page 53.



Other items planned for the issue were a First Day Of Issue Cover, with the five 
gummed stamps and one 45c Peel & Stick stamp, and a Presentation Pack, 
containing the five gummed stamps only, along with a First Day Of Issue Cover.

First Day Cover, refer to Appendix 6, Page 57 for original FDC with 90c P&S

Presentation Pack, refer to Appendix 7, Page 58 for Proof Artwork of the PackPage 8



The final item was a Limited Edition, that is normally released shortly after the 
first day of issue. It was scheduled to be LE35 in the long running Limited Edition 
series. Each Limited Edition contained a signed gold foiled first day cover, a 
numbered sheet of 20 stamps, made up of four strips of five stamps, where each 
stamp rotates through the strip, and colour separations of the $2.00 Haka stamp. 
The Limited Edition FDC did not have a Peel & Stick stamp on it. The enclosed 
booklet consisted of 21 pages and contained a set of Plate blocks (6 Stamps 3x2)

For Proofs of the items in the Limited Edition, refer Appendix 8, Page 62.
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The stamps were designed by Abel Vaireka of Brownstone Design Group in 
Petone, Wellington.

Stamps Business General manager, Ivor Masters, said that the stamps featured 
some of the key components of the Kapa Haka, which is of cultural and spiritual 
significance to Maori and has undergone a revival among school, workplace and 
tribal groups in recent years.

'These highly original stamps capture the power of the Kapa Haka with a series of 
stylised illustrations produced by the designer Abel Vaireka,' Mr Masters said. 
'Each stamp has been carefully developed in consultation with experts at Te Papa 
Tongarewa (the Museum of New Zealand) and Te Puni Kokiri (the Ministry of 
Maori Development), to ensure that they present an accurate picture of an art 
form that is of huge importance to all New Zealanders.'

After being signed off by New Zealand Post management, the order was placed 
with Southern Colour Print, Dunedin, New Zealand for printing by offset 
lithography. All the stamps were four process colours. The gummed stamps to 
measure 40mm x 30mm (vertical) and the self‑adhesive 30mm x 25mm (vertical).

The type for the gummed stamps was Tullis Russel 104gsm red phosphor 
gummed stamp paper. There were 25 stamps per sheet and they were perforated 
14.

The following pages show details from the requirement documents to the 
printers for the gummed stamps and a second document for the Self Adhesive 
stamps.

All stock quantities had been agreed upon by the Printers and New Zealand Post 
by 25th January 2006 as shown by the quantities required and expected delivery 
locations. 

As at this date, the intention was still to produce a 90c Self Adhesive, as it was 
included on the Jumbo Rolls, along with the expected booklets.

All stock was to be completed and delivered by April 3, 2006 for the Whanganui 
consignment and April 18, 2006 for the Auckland consignment.

The Stamp Centre in Whanganui is where all philatelic product such as First Day 
Covers and Presentation Packs are assembled.

Contract Logistics is located in Auckland and this is where all the stamps used for 
postage are held and dispatched from, to the Corporate and Franchise Post 
Offices, after processing their orders.

Chapter 4 Technical Details
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Self Adhesive Stamps
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A summary of total stock requirements as at 
25th January, 2006.

The Stamp Centre in Whanganui is where all 
philatelic product such as First Day Covers 
and Presentation Packs are assembled.

Contract Logistics is located in Auckland and 
this is where all the stamps used for postage 
are held and dispatched from.

Proofs were finally approved between 13th & 
16th March. After this date and before the 
marketing brochure was issued early April, a 
decision was made to pull the 90c Self 
Adhesive stamp and the $9.00 Booklet, as 
there is no further mention of these items. 

The Order Forms on the Electronic System, 
used by the Corporate Post Offices and the 
Franchise Post Offices to order their stock, 
only allowed orders for the $4.50 Booklet and 
the 45c Coil Stamps.



A marketing brochure announcing the new issue was printed and distributed to 
standing order customers and was also made available at post offices.

Within days of the issue of the brochure, showing the designs, a Rotorua stamp 
dealer, Mr Donald Ion, appeared in the newspapers saying that the "disgusting 
stamps" make New Zealand the "laughing stock of the world. Maori it is reported 
are outraged, saying the stamps are ugly and depict the culture in a bad light.

Mr Ion left no‑one in the stamp trade or the community or the Prime Minister, in 
any doubt about his real feelings. As he was happy to go on record saying, "this is 
a disgusting set of stamps which ridicules every Maori person. This issue should 
immediately be destroyed. The "cartoon" type characters depicted are culturally 
insensitive and there would appear to have been little consultation with 
members of the Maori or European races on a production of "jam labels" which 
will make us the laughing stock of the world.

"The designs are ridiculous attempts at drawing historical Kapa Haka performers 
and are childish and cartoonish. The details are also inaccurate.

"Utu (or revenge) must be the aim of most New Zealanders unless immediate 
steps are taken to destroy this issue".

New Zealand Post in its original blurb on the issue had said that in an 
"increasingly globalised world nations like New Zealand are learning to treasure 
the characteristics that make them unique and to invest in preserving and 
protecting them for future generations".

"Our indigenous people, the Maori have taken this one step further by 
transforming a traditional art form into a contemporary expression of their 
culture, the result "Kapa Haka" combines music, rhythm, choreography and body 
language with which to create a modern powerful performance".

The debate over the designs became national and The Dominion Post of 17 May 
2006 carried an editorial written by Jill Nicholas:

'NZ Post's stamp of insensitivity, Whatever can New Zealand Post be thinking of?'
Its claim that its forthcoming series of stamps depicting Maori performing arts are 
a 'fresh and contemporary interpretation of Kapa Haka ' proves exactly how little 
the state owned enterprise knows about its own country's sensitivities. To Maori ‑ 
and Pakeha ‑ Kapa Haka is not an activity to be mocked , nor depicted lightly. It is 
a serious component of this country's culture and should be honoured 
accordingly.

Page 17
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New Zealand Post's general manager for stamps Ivor Masters says the 
organisation consulted with Te Papa and Te Puni Kokiri representatives during the 
development process. But just how far into the process was that? It is difficult to 
see how bodies so attuned to the nuances of Maori culture would approve Kapa 
Haka being given the 'once over lightly' touch. It's one that has seen these stamps 
become cartoon works not serious stamps.

Experienced Rotorua philatelist Don Ion is calling for the stamps withdrawal. It is 
his view they ridicule all Maori. Anyone with a hint of cultural awareness will 
agree. Local Kapa Haka tutor Anaru Grant, who fronts the brochure promoting the 
stamps, had no idea he would be promoting comic strip characters. By producing 
them New Zealand Post has sunk to the same depths as the controversial South 
Park cartoon lampooning Catholicism and the late Pope John Paul II.
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There was enormous pressure placed on New Zealand Post and following further 
consultation and discussion, on Friday 2 June, 2006, New Zealand Post decided to 
withdraw the stamps before their release, scheduled for Wednesday 7 June, 2006.
That was five days, but only three working days before release.

In a letter, New Zealand Post said:

I am writing to advise you that after careful consideration New Zealand Post has 
decided not to release the Maori Performing Arts stamp issue. This decision 
follows consultation with a range of Maori arts and culture communities over the 
past week. Some concerns about the design style of the stamp were raised within 
New Zealand Post when we first promoted the stamp issue. Consequently, we 
sought additional advice and we have concluded that the stamps would cause 
offence to some people. At New Zealand Post our intention is that New Zealand 
postage stamps carry images that celebrate aspects of New Zealand life and 
culture and can be proudly sent around the world. We will create a stamp issue 
that celebrates Kapa Haka in the future and will provide you with information 
about this issue closer to the time. As the stamps have not been released the 
stock is accounted for and will be destroyed according to New Zealand Post's 
processes.

Chapter 6 Decision To Cancel
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New Zealand Post immediately started calling in from Post Shops and distribution 
centres, any supplies of this issue which had by then been distributed. However, it 
seems they did not get them all. Several customers of New Zealand Post (not 
standing order clients) had ordered the issue prior to the first day. Presumably in 
an effort to get through the extra work, New Zealand Post distributed these 
stamps to their clients, invoiced them and charged them to credit cards. As soon 
as the issue was withdrawn, New Zealand Post in time‑honoured fashion began 
phoning those clients and attempting to recover the stamps (which had been sent
out and paid for).

Further investigation and discussion with some of those customers, indicate that 
they did not actually receive a phone call from New Zealand Post.

lvor Masters, General Manager, Stamps Business wrote "we recognise the 
importance of dealers and customers in the collector market and we are 
providing the following details relating to the non‑issued Maori Performing Arts 
stamps".

"All stock that had been dispatched to Post Shops was recalled, and has been 
returned. Stock was/is also held in a range of other locations nominated by us as 
is typical in our business".

" ... Our reconciliation of all stock has shown that eight orders to customers who 
had placed casual orders for a variety of products, including the Maori Performing 
Arts stamps were fulfilled in error. Forward requests for these eight orders were 
processed and a mistake that occurred enabled these orders to be supplied was 
due to human error. Our processes have now been reviewed ... "

''Therefore the product known to be in circulation is as follows:

2006 Maori Performing Arts Gummed Products

4 x $2 single stamp mint
9 x First Day Covers
6 x sets plate imprint blocks
3 x complete single stamp sets mint
1 x complete single stamp set used

Page 20
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2006 Maori Performing Arts Self‑Adhesive Products

1 x 45c dispenser box mint containing 100 stamps
2 x 45c single stamp mint
1 x 45c single stamp used
11 x stamp booklets

3 x presentation packs mint

48 x blank First Day Cover envelopes carrying Maori Performing Arts illustrative 
imagery.''

One of the 8 customers who paid for and received his items, acquired the majority 
of the released stamps.

His order consisted of 5 x First Day Covers, 6 x Plate Blocks, 1 x Box of 100 coil 
stamps, 10 Booklets and 2 x Presentation Packs.

Another customer ordered 4 x $2.00 stamps, 1 x Set Of 5 Mint stamps, 1 x Coil 
stamp mint and 1 x Booklet.

After these two customers, there wasn't much left to share between the other 6 
customers.

The table below shows the distribution of the released items :‑

           Total Released Cust 1 Cust 2 Cust 3‑8

Gummed Products

$2 singles mint 4 4
First Day Covers 9 5 4
Plate Imprint blocks 6 6
Single sets of 5 mint 3 1 2
Single set used 1 1

Self‑Adhesive Products

45c Box mint x 100 1 1
45c Single mint 2 1 1
45c Single used 1 1
Booklets 11 10 1

Presentation Packs 3 2 1

48 x blank FDC Envelopes 48 48
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Customer 2 was unaware that the stamp issue had been cancelled when he 
received his order and used one of the $2.00 stamps to post a letter to Edinburgh, 
Scotland. He also started using his booklet to mail regular letters in Auckland. 
When he learnt of the cancellation of the issue, he stopped using them. He only 
had the bottom pane of 4 stamps and a single, left in his booklet.

There have been unconfirmed reports that possibly two of customers, three to 
eight, returned their items. If that is true, then that would reduce the items shown 
in column Cust 3‑8.

It should also be noted that no Limited Edition's were ever released to the 
market.

Customer 1 lived in the Hamilton area of New Zealand, and he contacted local 
stamp dealer, the late Alan Craig. He brokered most of the material, making a 
huge profit for Customer 1. Alan off‑loaded a large chunk of the material to 
prominent Sydney dealer, Glen Stephens. What they then did with the material 
and who they sold items to, is something only they would know.

Glen was also contacted by Customer 2, from whom he purchased some items.

Page 22
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block of four he purchased was from the top left corner of a sheet. This is 
column 1 row 2.



Over the 20 years, since the issue was cancelled, various items have been offered 
at auctions, where most sold for extremely large dollar values, the rest have been 
via private sales.  The coil stamps are the most regular to appear on the market as 
the Box of 100 has been cut into Mint Singles, Pair and Strips of 4. Some Booklet 
Pairs, and Singles have appeared, indicating that some of the 11 Booklets have 
been cut up.

With only three sets of 5 Mint stamps available, that was not enough for the 
serious collectors, so to fill the need, I know of at least two of the six Plate Block 
that have been split. This gave another twelve sets. Plate Block sets consist of, 
two with no selvedge, one with blank bottom selvedge, one with bottom selvedge 
including part printers imprint "Wellington New Zealand", one with a bottom 
selvedge with part printers imprint "Designed By Abel Vaireka" with a left 
selvedge with "Printed By Southern Colour Print etc", and also blank corner, and 
one with the printers four coloured traffic lights in the shape of fans.

To date, I can only find two sets with selvedges that have appeared at auctions, 
the Wellington selvedge and the traffic light selvedge.
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Along with the 45c Self Adhesive stamp, there was originally a plan to issue a 90c Self 
Adhesive stamp as well. There was to be a $9.00 Booklet containing 10 x 90c stamps 
and a Jumbo Roll, containing alternating 45c & 90c stamps, to be used in the 
production of First Day Covers. Evidence of the Booklet can be seen in Appendix 5 
Booklet Proofs. The Proof Images in Appendix 2 show a Booklet version and a 
Jumbo Roll version. The Original First Day Cover in Appendix 6 shows a 90c Self 
Adhesive stamp.

The final proofs for the $9.00 Booklet were signed off on March 16, 2006, and between 
this date and the release of the Marketing Brochure at the beginning of April, the 90c 
Self Adhesive stamp was abandoned before the intended issue date, as the First Day 
Covers released only included the 45c Self Adhesive and no $9.00 Booklets were sold. 

The most likely reason is that the previous $9.00 booklet, the Rangitoto Island, issued 
in April, 2004, had a 1‑Kiwi reprint in May, 2005. With reasonable stock and the 
likelihood of another rate change, it was easier and cheaper to just do another reprint, 
to satisfy the requirements. A 2‑Kiwi reprint was produced in June, 2006, the same 
date as the cancelled issue.

It is clear that some 90c stamps were printed, the Jumbo Rolls were received into 
stock, and some examples have come to light in recent times. When Southern Colour 
Print moved out of Dunedin and relocated to Napier, some paper work and stamps 
were found behind an old filing cabinet. The stamps were grubby and the gum had 
dried out, releasing them from the backing paper of the Jumbo Roll they were adhered 
to. What was found were five 90c Self Adhesive stamps, along with a 45c.
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So, where did it leave the status of these stamps in the eyes of the world of 
Philately.

New Zealand Post claimed that the status was "Issue Prepared For Use, But Not 
Released".

This is debatable as New Zealand Post actually received money from customers 
and delivered product for that money. So, technically they should have received 
normal status as they were issued, irrespective of New Zealand Post claiming an 
administrative error.

In May 2007, Campbell Paterson released their monthly newsletter, advising of 
their Catalogue Update, showing the Kapa Haka stamps on the cover.
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Campbell Paterson's policy regarding listings in it's catalogue, has always been 
that "Stamps must have been given general release through its Post Offices".

When talking about the Kapa Haka issue, the supplement notes said,

"The rest of this page comprises the famous ‑ or perhaps infamous might be a 
better word ‑ 2006 Maori Performing Arts set, the Kapa Haka. Whatever your views 
and opinions on this set, the facts would appear to be indisputable that a number 
of sets, both sheet stamps and the 45c self‑adhesive stamps were sold by the 
Philatelic Bureau, Wanganui, by filling orders that had been placed for the 
stamps. Please note that we need to stress here that we are simply 
acknowledging the existence of this set, we are not according them CP Catalogue 
listing status."

The fact that CP decided to not give the Kapa Haka issue, catalogue status, 
started a complete new round of debate and CP received a lot of correspondence 
on the matter. Collectors were questioning why the 1906 Christchurch Exhibition 
1d Claret was given Catalogue status, and not the Kapa Haka.

A letter to CP from Dr Ken Markham was probably the best to represent what the 
collecting public felt. This letter, that appeared in the CP Newsletter from June 
2007, is reproduced below in full.

The Catalogue Status of the 'Kapa Haka' Stamps vis‑a‑vis the 1 d Claret
by Dr Ken Markham

I have written this article to question the decision the catalogue editor has made 
regarding the treatment of the 2006 Maori Performing Arts Stamps (Kapa Haka 
stamps) in the recent catalogue update. To my mind there is an inconsistency 
between the catalogue treatment of these stamps and the 1906 1d Claret. Whilst 
the 1d Claret is accorded a catalogue listing status, the Kapa Haka set is relegated 
to a page entitled "Stamps prepared for use but never issued", yet there are 
compelling reasons why the reverse treatment might be more appropriate! The 
reasoning is outlined below.

The background to, and status of, the 1906 1d Claret
Detailed reasons are given by Dr Robin Gwynn ("Collecting NZ Stamps" pp.66‑69, 
1988; London Philatelist, Oct‑Nov, pp238‑241, 1990) in support of his fervent 
contention that the 1d Claret was never issued and I must say that the case he 
makes is convincing. His argument largely discredits the account given in the 
RPSNZ Handbook and includes the information outlined below.

1. The issue of the 1906 Christchurch Exhibition stamps was requested by the 
Exhibition organisers for publicity and revenue purposes (a third of the proceeds 
went to them). They were to be used solely on mail sent from the Exhibition, 
during the Exhibition.

2. The 1d Claret was the first to be engraved, approved and ordered. The printing 
was delayed however and in July a single sheet of 60 was requested, received and 
presumably  accepted.
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3. On 31 August 1906, 230,700 stamps were received. However at this point a 
decision was made by the Exhibition committee that the colour was unsuitable 
and a new printing in Vermilion was ordered at the Exhibition 's expense.

4. The Claret stamps were ordered to be destroyed, apart from one sheet which 
was sent to the Exhibition committee and 14 sheets which were retained by the 
Post & Telegraph Department.

5. The public were apparently unaware of this. Even the Christchurch Press article 
on these stamps makes no comment on the colour change in its November 9 
(page 8) article on this stamp issue, nor do "the (previously) hostile columns of 
the Gibbons Stamp Weekly of 1907".

6. The Post Office clearly did not consider the Claret stamp issued since their 
POHQ stock card (No 381) for this stamp in 1928 is headed "Not issued".

7. Stanley Gibbons were for a long period sceptical about the stamp's validity and 
didn't list it at all for nearly 50 years (until 1954 ).

8. Used copies are rare compared with mint. Gwynn states that he was aware of 
only five copies at that time, three on cover and two on piece.

9. The only cover known to Gwynn contained three copies, and was addressed to 
the Exhibition secretary, E. J. Righton, in his own handwriting. lt is dated 20 April, 
1907, five days after the Exhibition had closed and on the last day the Post Office 
was open. Because the Exhibition committee had been involved in the expensive 
decision (to them) to have the 1d Claret stamps destroyed and reprinted, 
committee member Righton would have been well aware that these stamps had 
been rejected and were not to be sold.

10. The used copies on piece seen by Gwynn were also dated 20 April.

11. Gwynn estimated that in excess of two sheets of these stamps are now in 
circulation. The bulk of these originate from the Post Office supply which has 
been used to provide presentation sets. prizes and gifts over the past century. 
This accounts for the (relative) abundance of mint copies.

12. On the basis of the above (and other) points Gwynn concludes that the " ( 1d 
Claret) stamp was never issued but was leaked onto the market and not sold to 
the public over the Post Office counter", and that "the stamp was never more than 
proof status and should be deleted from the catalogue listings"

More recently, another prominent philatelist, Alan S. Craig, has published an 
article (N.Z. Stamp Collector, 75, #4, pp93‑95, 1995) which details some 
remarkable findings that emphatically confirm Gwynn's conclusions. Craig 
reports the existence of two more covers. One has three copies of the 1d Claret 
attached and the other has one 1 d Claret, and cutouts where two others had 
been removed! The cut‑out areas fit jigsaw puzzle‑like with the two 'on piece' 1d 
Clarets. In short, Craig's findings demonstrate unequivocally:
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• That the known 1d Clarets on piece had each been cut from the third cover 
and thus that all nine known used copies originate from these covers.

• That all three covers were dated 20 April, 1907 and all were addressed to E.
Righton in his own handwriting!

Craig concludes that "no such stamps were ever issued by the Post Office to any 
member of the public".

The background to, and status of, the 2006 Kapa Haka stamps.

With the above information in mind it is now possible to consider the situation 
relating to the Kapa Haka issue and to identify the similarities or differences 
relative to the 1d Claret. The background data on these stamps that is currently 
available to me is as follows.

1. The Kapa Haka stamps in all their forms were widely advertised by N.Z. Post 
and the order was printed in full for issue on 7 June 2006.

2. N.Z. Post cancelled this issue just three working days before the issue date 
following complaints by a variety of parties that the issue could cause offence.

3. The one million stamps, printed at a cost of $150,000, were ordered to be 
destroyed and stock that had been forwarded to some Post Shops was 
subsequently recalled (and was reportedly returned).

4. However, a significant number of stamps (>400) had already been sold to 
customers. About eight N.Z. Post mail order customers had received their orders 
(and paid for them). Only some recipients (Glen Stephens, cited below) were 
requested to return these.

5. In an e‑mail to Donald Ion, stamp dealer. dated August 29 2006, an official of 
N.Z. Post Communications admitted that "though we have asked for these people 
to return these  stamps, we are not expecting them to do so. Because a financial 
transaction, in good faith, was completed between NZ. Post and this small 
number of people, the stamps are no longer N.Z. Post's property".

6. At least one of the people who purchased these stamps used them on mail. 
Glen Stephens, in a recent article (Philatelic Exporter, Nov. 2006, pp.36‑37), 
provides evidence that one $2 stamp and five 45c stamps were used on mail 
before the owner realised they might be valuable. This customer was not 
requested by N.Z. Post to return the stamps purchased.

7. N.Z. Post has published a list of the stamps that were sold and which remain in
circulation.

8. Glen Stephens (loc. cit.) concludes his article with the statement "A member of 
the public ordering a new stamp issue from the Post Office, being charged for it, 
and using some of them on mail makes this a perfectly legitimate issue to list in 
stamp catalogues in my view".
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Concluding Remarks

The information and views presented above, to my mind, provide compelling 
evidence that a better case can be made for the inclusion of the Kapa Haka 
stamps in the C.P. catalogue than for the 1d Claret. A key point is that, unlike the 
1d Claret, N.Z. Post have admitted that they sold a significant number of the Kapa 
Haka stamps to the public. These sold stamps were then accepted for use on mail. 
In contrast it seems that the 1d Claret was used only by the custodian of these 
stamps, the well‑informed Exhibition secretary E.J. Righton, after the Exhibition 
had closed. There is no evidence that anyone else used them. 

The Kapa Haka stamps thus would seem to deserve a catalogue status at least
equivalent to that of the 1d Claret and arguably higher. 

That concluded the letter.

As of 2026, the Kapa Haka set is still listed under the section, "Stamps Prepared 
For Use, But Never Issued".

Stanley Gibbons have also taken the same approach as Campell Paterson, and 
they also still list the 1d Claret with full Catalogue Status, and only give the Kapa 
Haka set a mention.

In 2011 Warwick Paterson was asked a question about CP's listing policy and 
Warwick responded in the CP April 2011 Newsletter, as follows :‑

Q: When New Zealand Post makes stamp issues and these are not listed in the CP 
Catalogue, why should this be so?

A: Such a non‑listing is usually due to the following reasons:

1. The stamps were not given general release through Post Offices and Post Shops 
throughout the country, and therefore cannot be said to have been made 
available on an equal basis to all collectors. An example: The "Best of' issues 
which are produced and made available to loyal clients of New Zealand Post as an 
incentive. This also includes issues prepared and given as gifts by New Zealand 
Post.

2. Stamps prepared for use by New Zealand Post but never issued. This now 
includes a category of issues including the Vanguard issue of 1949, the Kapa Haka 
issue of 2006. While these are not listed in the Catalogue, some of them are 
illustrated. In theory this could also be seen as a 'half‑way house" to allow 
collectors to express demand for them and conceivably earn a listing in the CP 
Catalogue.

Page 29



3. Stamps issued by New Zealand Post for special limited reasons such as major 
philatelic exhibitions and/or including a premium over the face value. Many of 
these issues ‑ like the Prestige Booklets‑ are attractive, intriguing and quite 
conceivably do earn a place in philatelic collections. Here the Catalogue tends to 
take a stand. Essentially, "these stamps were not issued for purely postal 
purposes, but also with the intention of raising funds for other purposes". 
Theoretically to list issues such as these in the Catalogue would be ‑ with the 
greatest respect to New Zealand Post ‑ to help open the floodgates.

4. Current stamps issued but not for postal use. Example: higher values (above £5) 
of the Arms Type Fiscal issues. (Above £1 for the Long Type Fiscal issues).

5. Stamps produced by New Zealand Post, never issued, but known to be stolen 
from New Zealand Post. Example: The "Cristmas" issues printed by Enschede en 
Zonen in Holland and containing the evident spelling mistake. These issues were 
intended to be destroyed at Waipa Mill in Rotorua. Some quantity of them were 
diverted, presumably at that point into private hands and eventually found their 
way onto the market. For obvious reasons these will never be listed in the CP 
Catalogue.

6. Items of dubious provenance. Example: Where we have grounds for suspicion 
that varieties or errors ‑ particularly in the modern era ‑ have uncertain 
provenance or that there are features in their emergence which lead us to believe 
that they have either escaped from the ""back door" at the printers or been 
diverted during the checking process at a New Zealand Post before issue, then we 
will not list them. As a point of interest, our normal procedure has been to obtain 
an affidavit from a vendor, that errors "have been purchased in the normal course 
of business" across the counter at New Zealand Post PostShop. Normally a 
receipt for the goods requires to be sighted as well. This is a difficult category to 
enforce but provenance of modern varieties is an essential part of cataloguing 
decisions at CP. Example: Several of the imperforate varieties emerging in the 
1967 (First Decimal) Pictorials. In the case of several values the police became 
involved in establishing whether or not they were stolen goods. Circumstances of 
their appearance on the market were sufficient to persuade us that a Catalogue 
listing was not appropriate.

7. Proofs and essays. Examples of this category of philatelic material abound and 
they do deserve pride of place in any philatelic collection or exhibit. To list them 
however would be to enter a minefield and a very extensive one at that! The range 
of essays and proofs are so huge that attempt to codify these "not officially 
issued" items would require a book at least as large as the existing Catalogue. 
Moreover, since the mid‑1930's I believe, New Zealand Post has claimed title over 
proofs and essays relating to New Zealand stamp issues under its contracts with 
designers and printers. Trading in such material ‑ and of course listing it in the 
Catalogue ‑ without reference to New Zealand Post would be an ill‑advised policy.

8. Cinderellas. Examples: New Zealand Railway stamps. Exception: New Zealand 
Government Life Insurance Department issues. Postal history in its many 
ramifications including the Reefton Provisionals of 1907.
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News of the cancellation of the stamp issue and the controversy surrounding it, 
spread around the world, with newspapers reporting it as a significant news 
worthy story. Stamp magazines had it as front page news. There was suddenly 
significant interest in New Zealand Philately and demand for the escaped stamps 
increased. The Australasia Stamp News featured the story on its front cover and 
inside.

The set of 5 stamps have appeared in auctions on a regular basis and normally 
have been selling for around $10,000 to $12,000. An Auckland City Stamps 
auction in May 2022, saw a set with an estimate of $12,500, sell for $18,500 plus 
buyers commission. At the same auction, a single coil stamp sold for $1,200 plus 
buyers commission. Mowbray's Auctions handled two Complete Booklets, in 2024 
and 2025. The first one sold, and the second one in March 2025, had an estimate 
of $17,500, but was passed in, only to sell privately the week after the auction.

Chapter 11 Tracking The Stamps
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It is now the 20th anniversary since the cancellation of the issue, and I have been 
doing research to find out as much as I can about the few existing examples of the 
issue that remain.

The sets of five Mint stamps that were sold, were 3 x Mint sets and 6 x Plate Block 
sets. This would give a total of 39 possible sets, if the Plate Blocks were all split 
up. You can add three more sets if you count the contents of the 3 x Presentation 
Packs.

I have seen evidence that at least two of the Plate Blocks were split, and it is likely 
that the others were as well. Unfortunately one set looks the same as another, 
and you can only look for subtle differences, like a pulled perforation, in order to 
tell if you are looking at the same set.

The evidence that two Plate Blocks have been split is by the image earlier in this 
report that shows a selvedge with the four coloured fans as a stand alone stamp. 
Compare to the image below that shows the same stamp joined to another from 
the same block.
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The Booklets have been very interesting to trace and I have tried to find out what 
has happened to those original 11 Booklets sold.

By doing my own research and gathering enough images, indications are that two 
of the Booklets have been cut. The layout of the booklet has four stamps in the 
bottom panel, with a perforation at the top of the panel. The middle panel of four 
stamps, has that same perforation at the bottom and a white space above the top 
pair that includes the punched slot for the hanging hook. The top panel only has 
the two stamps with a large white space above and below, the below space also 
having the punched slot for the hanging hook.

The image below shows the inside and back of a opened booklet. Looking at the 
location of printing on the red outside, helps to locate the position of the stamps 
from a cut booklet. It is only the bottom four that have an all red backing, but 
generally the top pair will have a perforation along the top and a cut along the 
bottom.

1 & 2

3 & 4

5 & 6

7 & 8

9 & 10

Chapter 12 The 11 x $4.50 Booklets
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Separated Booklet Pane with Stamps 1 & 2

Cut Booklet Pair with Stamps 3 & 4

Cut Booklet Pair with Stamps 5 & 6, joins to pair above
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A second cut Booklet Pair with Stamps 3 & 4

A cut Booklet Pair with Stamps 7 & 8

A second cut Booklet Pair with Stamps 7 & 8



The remaining bottom panel of 4 from the booklet that was used before the customer 
became aware of the issue being cancelled, showing stamps 7 & 8 and 9 & 10.
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A single cut from a Booklet with Stamp 9



Used copies of the 45c "Self‑Adhesive" stamp exist. A few of them have appeared 
in auctions, over the years. It is likely that the above examples are from the part 
original booklet that was used, but they could be from the Coil Roll. Once they 
have been removed from their backing, it is almost impossible to distinguish 
between a Booklet stamp and a Coil stamp.
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Not long after the release was cancelled, a couple of used copies appeared on 
internet sales sites. These were clearly fake copies that had actually made it 
through the postal system.

A colour illustration of the withdrawn stamp, was cut from the original advertising 
brochure and glued on top of a genuine stamp, lining up with the perforations of 
that genuine stamp on the envelope. A close inspection will show that there is a 
mis‑match lining up those perforations.

An example of one of these fakes is shown below on an envelope that was mailed 
to stamp dealer Stephen McLachlan in Christchurch. That cover bears a forgery of 
the $1.50 denomination with an August 4th Auckland cancel. 

Chapter 13 Beware The Fakes
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Chapter 14 Destruction

After the decision was made to cancel the release, a thorough investigation took 
place to ascertain exactly what stock was on hand and where it was.

An audited list of stock held at Contract Logistics, the Whanganui Stamp Centre 
and Southern Colour Print was compiled and arrangements were made for the 
complete destruction of everything related to the issue.

A Certificate Of Destruction was issued by Southern Colour Print on August 7, 
2006, for all items they held, including proof samples and Overs and Printers 
waste. The items were shredded and disposed of in a manner approved by NZ 
Post.

Ivor Masters, General Manager of New Zealand Post, was informed on August 15, 
2006, that destruction of all material had been completed, with the exception of 
some product that had been put aside for Te Papa Museum.

A box was compiled that contained the only remaining stock. It was decided to 
retain ten of each item that had been scheduled for release.

The contents of the box held at the Te Papa Archive is as follows:‑

10 x First Day Covers
10 x Sheets of 25 Stamps for each of the 5 values (Total 50 sheets of 25)
10 x 45c Dispenser Box of 100 Self Adhesive Stamps
10 x 45c Single Self Adhesive Stamps
10 x $4.50 Stamp Booklets
10 x Presentation Packs

It would appear at this time, that no Limited Edition boxes were kept.



The story of the Booklets as my research has unearthed,

Eleven Booklets were sold to two Customers, Cust 1 got 10, while Cust 2 got 1.

Cust 2 uses five of the stamps on envelopes posted around Auckland, leaving the 
bottom pane of 4 and a single, unused.

I have evidence and proof of eight complete Booklets, six currently in Australia, 
one in the USA and one in the North Island of New Zealand.

Two Booklets were cut into pairs or singles.  The only remaining block of 4 is the 
bottom block from the partly used Booklet.

That accounts for all 11 Booklets.

I have shown earlier, proof that two of the Booklets were cut up.

In my research, I am still looking to find and confirm anybody who knows of 
someone who actually cut the  Booklets.

Any information that would enhance this document further would be greatly 
appreciated. I can be contacted by email at bsergent@iinet.net.au

In summary, I believe that this issue deserves the full catalogue listing as per any 
other issue, as the status of these stamps is certainly not "Issue Prepared For Use, 
But Not Released", as described by New Zealand Post.

Whilst the recent discovery of the 90c Self Adhesives from the Jumbo Roll  is 
interesting and demonstrates that this stamp was planned, they are now, 
unfortunately,  nothing more than 'Printer's Waste'.

So, what did the fortunate eight customers who received various items have in 
common. It would appear that they also received their order for the 2006 
Washington Exhibition $4.00 Miniature Sheet that had been issued on 27 May 
2006. New Zealand Post were filling those orders and decided to add the Kapa 
Haka items due to be released in a few days, at the same time.

While the Mint Sets of 5 are an essential part of a complete collection of New 
Zealand stamps, they are not as rare as the First Day Covers or the Presentation 
Packs. The Booklet, with only 8 complete copies in existence, will continue to be a 
very sought after item.
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The Postage Stamps Of New Zealand Volume X ‑ RPSNZ 2013

New Zealand Post Publicity Brochure

Campbell Paterson Newsletters
July 2006
August 2006
September 2006
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
December 2007

New Zealand Stamp Collector September 2007

The Kiwi Vol 55, No 4, July 2006
The Kiwi Vol 55, No 5, September 2006

Glen Stephens article "$1 Million Collector Windfall" located on the Internet at 
https://www.glenstephens.com/snnovember06.html

Glen Stephens Articles on Stampboards website at
https://www.stampboards.com/index.php

Mowbray Collectables Auction Catalogues

Auckland City Stamps Auction Catalogues

NZ Post Collection Te Papa  ‑ Box 31 File 55/06/09 Year 2006  Issue Maori 
Performing Arts (Not Issued)

And the appreciated help of some knowledgeable collectors and archivists.

Chapter 16 References
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Appendix 1 Design Change

This was the original drawing 
with the women facing to the 
right. 

The image was rejected and then 
modified to show the women 
facing left. The other most 
significant change was giving the 
eyes more colour.

This modified image was then 
trimmed to the final version as 
shown in the proof image on the 
next page.
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Appendix 2 Proof Images

This Proof image shows the five gummed sheet stamps, along with a the 45c & 
90c stamps with surrounding trim, as would appear in a booklet. Below them is 
another 45c & 90c without trim, as used in a coil roll. The 45c coil stamp was 
produced, but it appears that there was no plan for a 90c coil as well.
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Appendix 3 Sheet Layouts Approved Versions with 3 Barcodes
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Initial Colour Versions with 2 Barcodes, and a Suggestion of a Third
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Appendix 4 45c Dispenser Box Proof

The initial Proof of the 45c Coil Dispenser Box. The image shows a required 
change to the website address that had "www.stamps.co.nz". This was 
changed to "www.nzpost.co.nz/stamps" on the approved version.
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Appendix 5 Booklet Proofs

Booklet Proofs for the 90c & 45c stamps. These 
proofs show a silver/grey outline around each 
stamp. There is an alternate version on the 
following page, without the silver trim.

These were approved on 14th March, 2006.
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Proof showing the silver/grey outline.
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The Rate Tables that can be seen on 
the 14th March Proofs were 
removed two days later. The image 
shown is the final released version, 
without the silver surrounds.
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Appendix 6 Original FDC with 90c P&S
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Appendix 7 Presentation Pack Proofs
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Appendix 8 Limited Edition Proofs

Artwork for the Limited Edition First Day Cover. None of the colour of the Standard FDC.
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Proof for the numbered Limited Edition Sheetlet
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The Limited Edition Folder contained an information booklet, that contained a 
Certificate Of Authenticity, as well as a Plate Block for each of the 5 gummed stamps in 
the set.

Shown below are the 21 pages that make up the booklet, in its early proof stage. A 
number of alterations and corrections can be seen on various pages.
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